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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re U.S. Patent No. 6,999,076 
Inventor: STEPHEN L. MOREIN 
Application No.: 10/076,350 
Filed: February 19, 2002 
Issued: February 14, 2006 



Group Art Unit: 2671 
Examiner: Nguyen, Kimbinh T. 
Confirmation No.: 1361 



For: SYSTEM, METHOD, AND APPARATUS FOR EARLY CULLING 



REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In reviewing the issued patent referenced above, applicant has discovered two 
minor typographical errors that were not the fault of the Office. Applicant respectfully 
requests issuance of a Certificate of Correction for the correction of these errors: 
Column 8, lines 30-31: change "the pixel," to -the pixel;-- 
Column 10, lines 5-6: change "the pixel," to -the pixels- 
Applicant notes that the text in which these errors appear is recited in the 
Examiner's Reasons for Allowance dated December 27, 2005 (copy attached), where it is 
punctuated correctly. Therefore, applicant respectfully submits that the requested 

correction cannot be said to constitute new matter or to reqflirefii'e6S6alflfi«MttofBB0B806 500441 6999076 

01 FCrlfill 100.00 DA 

Applicant also respectfully requests that the issued Certificate include correction 
of the following three errors, which are attributable solely to the Office: 



U.S. Patent No. 6,999,076 , 

Attorney Docket No. 010007BM - AB0001 



Page 2 of 2 



Page 2, bottom of second column: change "filed Oct. 21, 2003." to -filed Mar. 9, 

2000.-- 

Column 11, line 18: change "logic circuit" to --the logic circuit- 
Column 12, line 2: change "wherein logic circuit" to -wherein the logic circuit- 
Regarding the first of these three errors, a copy of the first page of U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application No. 60/188,052 is attached. 

A copy of form PTO/SB/44 setting forth the five errors recited above is attached, 
together with a copy of form PTO/SB/17 authorizing the Office to charge the fee 
associated with this request under 37 CFR 1 .20(a). 



Date: August 16, 2006 




Signature of^Practitioner 
Kerry T. Hartman 
HARTMAN PATENTS PLLC 
3399 Flint Hill PI. 
Woodbridge, VA 22192 
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Application No. 

10/076,350 


Applicant(s) 
MOREIN, STEPHEN L 


Examiner 

Kimbinh T. Nguyen 


Art Unit 
2671 




The MAILING DATE of this com 


mmjf&Hm appears on tho cover sheet with tho correspondence address^ 



All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to IDS filed 04/11/05 , 

2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-44 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
* noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper NoVMail Date . 

3. H Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mai! Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. E3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 

9. □ Other . 



U.S. Paten! end Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 7-05) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 12272005 



Application/Control Number: 10/076,350 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2671 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 04/1 1/05 was filed after 
the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance on 01/12/05. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's, statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1 , 27, 36 and 38, the prior art does not teach determining a non-depth 
conditional status of a fragment corresponding to a pixel; determining that a scratchpad 
contains an entry mapped t(^he pixel^mparina a Z value of the fragment to a value of 
the entry : and based on a result of the comparing, passing the fragment to a pixel 
pipeline; wherein determining a non-depth conditional status of a fragment includes 
determining whether incorporation of a second value of the fragment into the pixel is 
conditional on a non-depth criterion. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimbinh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7644. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 
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Art Unit: 2671 

AM to 4:30 PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Friday from 7:00 AM to 
3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



supervisor, Ulka v Chauhan can be reached at (571 ) 272-7782. The fax phone number for 



December 27, 2005 
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Approved for use through 01/31/2001. OMB 0651-0037 
„^ t u D * • Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, .no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
valid OMB control number. 

PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT COVER SHEET 

This is a request for filing a PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT under 37 CFR 1.53 (c). 



Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 



INVENTORY 



Family Name or Surname 



Q Additional inventors are being named on the 



Residence 
(City and either State or Foreign Country) 



separately numbered sheets attached hereto 



TTTLE OF THE INVENTION (280 characters max) 
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Direct all correspondence tcx 
Customer Number 

OR 



CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 
► 



Type Customer Number here 



Piace Customer Number 
Bar Code Label here 



0 



Firm or 

Individual Name 



City 



Country 



State 



Telephone 



ZIP 



ENCLOSED APPUCATION PARTS (cheek all that apply) 



[y[ Specification Number of Pages 
0 Drawing(s) 



) Number of Sheets 



[X| Small Entity Statement 
|~| Other (specify) 



METHOD OF PAYMENT OF FILING FEES FOR THIS PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT (check one) 



0 
□ 



A check or money order is enclosed to cover the filing fees 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge filing 
fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account Number: 



RUNG FEE 
AMOUNT ($) 



p5. 



The Invention was made by an agency of the United States Government or under a contract with an agency of the 
United States Government. 

pq no. 



□ Yes, the name of the U.S. Government agency and the Government contract number 



are- 



SIGNATURE ^AAMAutf C * ^L^C^n^ 



Date 



TYPED or PRINTED NAME 



TELEPHONE 



REGISTRATION NO. 
(if appropriate) 
Docket Number 




USE ONLY FOR FILING A PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT 

PTOto 
\ estimated 

to rare a nours to complete, including gathenng, preparing, and submitting the complete provisional application to the PTO. 
Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form 
and/tor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C., 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Box Provisional Application, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C., 20231 . 
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PTO/SB/44 (04-05) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
(Also Form PTO-1050) 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Page 1 of 1 

PATENT NO. : 6,999,076 
APPLICATION NO.: 10/076,350 

ISSUE date : February 14, 2006 
inventor(S) : Stephen L MOREIN 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Page 2, bottom of second column: change "filed Oct. 21, 2003." to -filed Mar. 9, 2000.- 
Column 8, lines 30-31: change "the pixel," to -the pixel;— 
Column 10, lines 5-6: change "the pixel," to -the pixel;— 
Column 1 1 , line 18: change "logic circuit" to -the logic circuit- 
Column 12, line 2: change "wherein logic circuit" to -wherein the logic circuit- 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 

Hartman Patents PLLC 
3399 Flint Hill PL 
Woodbridge, VA 22192 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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